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assembly, Briining had to act by means of emergency decrees
which were only subsequently confirmed in the Reichstag.
His two years in office were a constant struggle for power, for
order and for the salvaging of industry. And he did manage
completely to master these problems.
To effect a closure of reparations payments, Brtining was
first obliged to produce evidence that Germany was in fact
not in a position to bear the burdens laid upon her. That
Germany was incapable of paying was doubted abroad, but
Dr. Brtining laid almost intolerable burdens upon the nation
to prove his point. Expenditure was cut down to the
minimum, in some almost supernatural way he balanced
the budget, the economies and privations to which he drove
the nation were such as no ruler had previously dared to
enforce. In this, in a double sense, he was Hitler's pace-
maker. On the one hand, more and more of the population,
bled white by his measures of economy, were driven into the
arms of National Socialism. On the other, it was he who
accustomed the German nation to that spartanism which
/ under the Hitler regime has become the condition precedent
for the re-establishment of the Reich.
In addition to this the world economic crisis dug its talons
ever deeper into Germany. Factories were forced into
idleness, millions of workers were dismissed. In July 1931
the Danatbank and the Dresdner Bank collapsed. Fresh
dismissals, fresh restrictions, fresh economies were the sequel.
And in spite of everything, Dr. Brtining almost achieved
what he had set out to do. The Entente had called the
Lausanne Conference for the middle of July 1932, the object
being to close the reparations account with an instalment
of three milliards of marks. The proof which Dr. Briining
had given by straining to the uttermost the resources of the
nation, this non possumus which with justice he could hold
before their eyes, seemed about to banish the reparations
question from the world for ever. But by one of history's
terrible jests Dr. Brtining was not to enjoy as Reichs-
chancellor the well-earned success of the winding up of
reparations: This ripe fruit fell unjustly into the lap of